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PRISON BOOKS COLLECTIVE (&lso has bodks e NC, >ru

P.0. Box 625, Carrboro, NC 27510
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World."

12: Randy Wicker and Marsha P. Johnson, interviewed

by Eric Marcus.

E0Y

15: Martin Boyce, interviewed by Eric Marcus.

17: Jayne County, ''Man Enough to Be a Woman.'

From the masthead mon "La Vara," a mmww_mnawo

Jewish socialist newspaper in the 1900s.

7: At the Stonewall Inn, NYC.

MONGOOSE DISTRO
P.O0. Box 220069, wmooww<s, NY 11222
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fall 1969.

¥ BLACKBIRD ZINE DISTRO Edwund white, “City Boy.”

Y w P.0. Box 11142, UE%mav NC Nﬁow 10 & back cover: Hebrew lyrics to ''The Internationale'
¢ SOUTH CHICAGO ABC ZINE DISTRO .. : : 11: At the Stonewall Im, NYC, 1:20 AM, June 28, 1969.
% P.0. Box 721, Homewood, IL 60430 w = :

15: Flyer from the Mattachine Society, summer, 1969
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Wearing a mask doesn't mean you're giving up,

it means you're surviving pending revolution. When
you can, ask yourself whether your masks of silence

or conformity are still necessary -- and yes, some-

=500 or-3 Wes:

S S T e e yeBR e B il ] times they are. But consider when and where your
3 It's not surprising that queer and trans deepest vulnerabilities can, in love, power your
T prisoners tend to wear metaphorical masks. Some of us, P o greatest strength.

for physical or emotional safety, have to use a mask This system makes demands of you, demands to

of "normality," or at least plausible deniability, in which you sometimes must acquiesce. Your love,

however, contradicts the fictions of incarceration's

foriAt]
BT order to survive. As for ancestry, anything not imme- |
i hate and control.

diately visible as whiteness seems better left unsaid,

% at least to white people. Your very existence is good enough.

o We're rarely able to show our full selves in
here, even when we feel safe enough -- or simply in-

capable of hiding -- some parts.

. : od :
The challenge is how to know when a mask is a TR

shield, cumbersome but necessary, and when it is a

prison in itself, limiting our growth and freedom.
We shouldn't ever feel fully comfortable wearing the
mask, or we risk a temporary strategy for just making

— do turning into the only way we know to live.

AE

As Audre Lorde wrote:

15|

£

L 3
[

"For we have been socialized to respect fear

more than our own needs for language and def- i
inition, and while we wait in silence for that “u,
e final luxury of fearlessness, the weight of that *

—y silence will choke us."

L1 1y~
10 yr.
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Later that night in my grandmother' s apartment,
she shakes me by the shoulders. We are watching one
last show before I go to bed, and I'm feeling newly
embarrassed in just a t-shirt and white little-kid
briefs. I'm not even sure why I'm embarrassed; I'm
ashamed for being ashamed.

"I want you to know," she shakes me. "I love you

no matter what. No matter what," she says.

Nothing has prompted this. She just sees some-
thing in me, some truth I haven't yet figured out my- e o HA;Hﬁmw
self about my sexuality. She wants to get in before = SaRE e 21t

S amas F T Cied
that truth hunts me down, to help me build the for-

tress that will withstand its march. mm,ca you stand alone. If I've learned anything from the

4rg€ people who struggled before me -- the Jewish survivors,

In a car a few months into the future, I'11 the queer and trans fighters for dignity, the prison

hear her describe someone as faygeleh, with an appar- e resisters inside and outside of the walls -- it's that mmmw
ently good-natured laugh. 1t goes over my head. 2 the clearest path out of suffering isn't by soliciting
~

) 5 : ; '
¢ mwmwuw = ¢, love for yourself, comforting as that is to have. It's &
; ’ & b - £ . 3 laws, 3¢
A : by learning self-love. My grandmother, with her flaws, 5§
&4

showed me that.
I worry what will happen when those of us who

are queer or trans move outside of prison, for those
who get to leave.

Will we still be able to center ourselves in
completeness? Or will we have integrated oppression
so deeply in our bodies that we go on hiding a power-

ful, beautiful part of ourselves out in the wider
world?

2
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Prisoners are forced to conceal the erotic parts of

themselves -- queer prisoners doubly so.

I think it must be tl§

should one mmeda Gm:ﬁnm:mmmwnma or go home.

to say nothing of prisoner study groups, which

always manages to leave'

of their "corrections'

.m--—”m

o that at Stonewall we were n_mmmmn::m our Em_\;
meet each other, and to have sex.”

4

mfmm_ acceptable love.

5

:DH@H _mmama like to nE:QNm v\ossm gays mo e n_:

om.nw crowd of

-- except one

As related by Isabel zwwwmﬂmo:

' picture is August Landmesser.

, the man in thelg

but in
illegal under the Third

He is "'Aryan

% love with a Jewish woman,

{ Reich's ''racial infamy' laws. Those around him don't

.w:oz this, of course --

to remove that mask of national

4 purity would indeed vc~ him in amsmmm. But he is &

>cm5mn is "queering'' the expectation of what makes mon
The unacceptable forms of love were

forced, with violence, into hiding. Yet he chooses to

- ~

m?os -- for reasons czawmowomma

: .wsm him silent, while he can still refuse to OOSmHm:,
28 his whole self to the shadows. Hi
salute wmmﬁm mHH<m wrm parts inside of Iwammwm he

A \.

s declining to

wpm hand to 'S pin. ¥

m Those
ide -
but

the mHH:n of an officer

other days he did nothing to mnm:m mmmwsm

e

and doing nothing matters, of course it §

“8 does --
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{ Yet :mn best friend at the mvansm:n ooawwmx Hm“

;,mwwow so is her granddaughter' s husband. Her only

X/

I choose to do nothing, the nothing that hopes

for bare survival. (I don't know, even now, if it's

the antisemitism or the homophobia that intimidates

B qu y,ns,r_,zm:rzn N 0 SR L SR v & 2 . i
z,9,$9,~9m2h$6 F_ Sy & S8 me so effectively.) And in front of my grandmother' s |

_Lt,;wm:wH|meow mmowmsv I mmwa sOnTH:m y
.r,m TUTLL (NCANLLE QN Ny i IS > i

Ll G NLw@ do NG TN NETAS B

0 MadeNgaa o LG

NG L o NG LS. f.f.]

anrn,u_.ﬂ f\Q Qg

L GNALNL Ly QM NLONCLN
A_E Qulld NQ Irn_ aNLNLa

e If 1 oocHas.n question someone H\Ho<mv could I i

- s

really question someone I hate? I want to see every-

S

‘_wu:meTHOm myself. Can I recognize the dignity in a hat

‘one's human dignity -- or else I sink into fascistic

W Somehow when I was <ocsm and <c~smﬂmvwm my

<

a‘mﬂm:QSOnjmm thought T was strong enough to withstand g8 & pe filled person if I can't call out the inhumane parts'

@y the tide, or at least she was willing to give me that | =l of a Umﬂmo: who has given me so much love? ,.,.
| strength. (She had, after all Hwnmﬁm: fought Nazis i e R e AT R e
18 & ( ? S ¥ 5 . mﬁo<m tells you that you are mooa enough, that o oe
as an army nurse in WWII.) ! N : . e

; . ) r m T : H m 2 <oc ammwmn no matter what -- but hate can tell you!
And as it happens, I have had the privilege o .
n PP ’ @ & ) % .,_mHH of those things, too. We are courageously reck-:
-- our nation's R =T e e

'less in one moment and clinging to comfort and stabil-

| st 48 ity the next. Some heroes still ooadpw atrocities,;

- TN e

1"




